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Uniform crime reporting provides a robust statistical understanding of common crimes and the influence they have within society. Understanding criminal trends play a crucial role in defining better policies which can help in engaging victims as well as offenders in ensuring that they transform their behaviors. Crime and victimization in the united states have significantly focused on  Uniform Crime Reporting as developed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in creating a highly committed law enforcement where different crimes can be dealt with significantly. Maintaining a positive interaction between the community and law enforcement is a positive move which takes into consideration essential elements which help identify policy challenges in the criminal justice system (Bierie & Davis-Siegel, 2015).
An overview of crime and victimization in the United States and include current statistics of at least three significant crimes
The Uniform crime reporting (UCR) and the National Crime Victimization Survey(NCVS) are two crucial criminal information database which provides vital information that forms the basis of policy development. However, they employ different methodologies in highlighting crime within society. The NCVS measures both reported and unreported crimes which are crucial and help identify necessary interventions that can help provide a strong commitment to critical changes which maintain a highly productive environment. Thus UCR and NCVS provide vital information on crime and victimization in the united states. Therefore based on these reports the common crimes include aggravated assault, forcible rape, and murder. 
Aggravated assault is defined as an illegal attack on an individual with an intention to inflict severe bodily injury. The extent of aggravated assault differs depending on the intention of the perpetrator. UCR highlights that aggravated assault is always accompanied by the use of a weapon which is mot likely to produce harm or serious injuries. When aggravated assault and larceny-theft occur together, they are often categorized as robbery. Forcible rape is the carnal knowledge of a female by use of force without consent. Attempt to commit rape is also considered as forcible rape. The UCR counts one entry for each female victim of rape, attempted forcible rape as well as intent to rape without considering age. Murder, on the other hand, is defined as a willful killing of another person. The UCR supplementary homicide data provide detailed characteristics of victims including sex, age, and race as well as details of the offender. This information is crucial in understanding specific statistical information which can be capitalized upon to improve policy development with a critical focus on the changes within the society (Preliminary Report, 2019).
The UCR reports indicate that there was a reduction of approximately 4.3% n violent crimes in 2018 compared to 2017. The reduction can be attributed to the strategic policy development which is integral and takes into consideration essential strategies which can help prevent crime. The law enforcement agencies provide a unique emphasis on significant changes which give a persuasive outline on crucial changes in crime among offenders (Preliminary Report, 2019).
Impact of crime on victims and their families 
Aggravated assault has serious negative implications. Thus a victim is affected based on the extent the perpetrator carries out an attack. Some of the victims have severe psychological challenges especially considering the traumatic experiences based on how the events take place. The traumatic experiences that an individual has can have both short term and long term impact depending on the severity of the traumatic event.  Aggravated assault can result in disability. When the perpetrator has a weapon, it is difficult to determine the extent at which they are likely to use. It may lead to victim losing their lives. Forcible rape is associated with both physical and mental challenges considering that the perpetrator exerts force to accomplish the heinous task (Cohen & Felson, 2016).
These actions have both short term and long term effects. The short term implications include physical injuries to the victims which require medical attention. The long-term implications include psychological challenges as a result of the trauma. Victims may suffer from posttraumatic stress order (PTSD) due to their traumatic experiences. Post-traumatic stress disorder is a mental condition that develops when an individual is exposed to traumatic events. Aggravated assault and forcible rape victims are highly susceptible to this condition based on their experiences. Thus, the integration of essential management concepts when focusing on this condition should concentrate on improving their wellbeing (Walker et al., 2005).
Homicide has severe effects on families and relatives considering that they have a stronger emphasis on necessary changes in their lives. Dealing with instant grief is difficult especially considering how a victim dies. There are homicide cases which are gruesome and thus difficult for relatives to deal with. When the victim killed in the breadwinner, it leads to a long period of suffering to his or her family. The resulting legal process is usually long making it difficult for families of the victims to have closure and move on. There are also financial implications to families of the victims especially when they are severely hurt (Stuart et al., 2019).
Reporting rates
The reporting rates based on the Uniform Crime Reporting vary especially considering the different data collection methods that are employed. The UCR identifies significant crime trends which provide a strong evaluation of important changes which provide a reliable evaluation of underlying changes in crime development within the society. Therefore based on the criminal outcomes that have been evaluated in this case, the incidences of aggravated assault have been high over the years. Aggravated assault is of varying levels and tends to occur regularly across different communities. In 2017, there were more than 700,000 cases reported across the country. The forcible rape cases reported across the country in 2017 was approximately 80,000 while the murder incidences reported by the UCR were approximately 10,000 cases (Preliminary Report, 2019).
Aggravated assault cases have been extremely high mainly because they are considered easy to accomplish and target minor benefits. However, there are cases when an aggravated assault occurs together with larceny which is categorized as robberies. Robberies are common considering that offenders target specific items for quick financial gains. The expanded offense data include detailed data on aggravated assault cases collected by the UCR program beyond the count of the exact crimes reported by law enforcement agencies. These details might consist of the type of weapon used in a crime, the value, and type of items stolen as well as the location and perpetrators of the crime. Such information is vital in profiling the occurrence of these crimes and makes it easier for law enforcement officers to decide regarding the interventions to consider in controlling these crimes. This data is mainly including trend which incorporates comparative assessment of different types of offenses (Ranson, 2014).
Methods of improving rates of reporting unreported cases
Developing the data collection methods is integral in enhancing the level of accuracy of these methods used to collect information. There is a significant number of cases that remain unreported although it is essential to understand that unreported cases do not mean that they do not occur. There is a need to adopt more flexible data collection methods which would provide different levels of understanding of the different types of crime. The reporting methods should be diversified where individuals who can report increased with a verification process to determine whether the reported case took place by the help of the local law enforcement officers. Limiting individuals who can report to officers only means that a lot of information is not captured because no one reported to the police either due to fear of being implicated or any unknown reason (Cohen & Felson, 2016).
Importance of using statistics
Using statistics in reporting has been integral in influencing positive policy development which has a direct influence on social change. Statistics provide crime trend with a specific focus on details which are essential in improving the security and safety of individuals across different communities. Incorporation of statistical in crime reporting has increased the efficacy of crime management because the law enforcement agents have enough information about crime and thus help maintain a highly effective social environment.
The relationship between citizens and police is improving mainly due to improved policies that law enforcement agencies are implementing in ensuring a high level of socially organized societies. The organization within criminal justice require a strong focus on the present trends of crime. Statistics play a crucial role in defining the trends while also providing better reports which help ensure that the rate of crime declines. Statistics have been employed across different industries to a successful end and thus maintaining a strong commitment to statistical analysis of crime trends is essential in improving the security and safety of citizens. 
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